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THE M O T O R  R A C I N G  
CIRCUIT  O F  C A T A L O N I A  
10 SEPTEMBER 1991 SAW THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
"CIRCUIT DE CATALUNYA", WHICH ASPIRES TO BEING ONE 
OF THE MOST IMPORTANT CENTRES FOR MOTOR SPORTS, 
THE SETTING FOR TOP CLASS INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITIONS. AS WELL AS THIS, THOUGH, THE "CIRCUIT 
DE CATALUNYA" WILL ALSO HOLD OTHER SPORTING 
EVENTS, SINCE THE SITE, WHICH HAS ROOM FOR 120,000 
SPECTATORS, COULD BECOME AN IDEAL MEETING PLACE. 
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he "Circuit de Catalunya" has 
become a centre for motor 
sports. In 1992 the Catalan 
race-track will once more be the setting 
for important international events like 
the Spanish Formula 1 Grand Prix, on 
the 1, 2 and 3 of May. The novelty will 
be in September with the return to Ca- 
talonia of the "Continental Circus": the 
World Championships on two wheels in 
the 125cc, 250cc and 500cc categories 
-the motorbike equivalent of Formula 1. 
Not only that, but on the occasion of the 
Barcelona Olympic Games the "Circuit 
de Catalunya" will be the setting for 
one of the cycling competitions (the 100 
km against the clock team eventl. One 
more fact that confirms the versatility of 
its installations. 
The "Circuit de Catalunya" will un- 
doubtedly be the setting for other 
sports events, for which the track will be 
an ideal combination of services, com- 
munications, spectator capacity (with 
room for 125,000 spectators) and pub- 
lic diffusion. 
A circuit open to a range of 
possibilities 
The motor racing world isn't limited just 
to sports competitions. A few days after 
the Spanish Formula 1 Grand Prix, a 
Swedish make of cars presented its 
range of vehicles with quite spectacular 
style. The characteristics of the circuit 
make it very attractive to car, .motor- 
bicycle and tyre manufacturers. The 
track has a long final straight of over a 
kilometre, which is ideal for judging 
aerodynamic effects and behaviour at 
high speeds. The different radius curves 
are the perfect test-bed for checking 
stability and response in extreme condi- 
tions. Al1 these tests involve a consid- 
erable amount of material and a large 
number of people, al1 of which can be 
easily accommodated, thanks to the cir- 
cuit's geographical location a few kilo- 
metres from the Catalan capital and its 
facilities (airport, free port) as well as 
being well communicated with the 
French border by motorway. 
The success of a circuit of these char- 
acteristics is  based not only on its cons- 
truction, but also on the enthusiasts who 
lend their support to the celebration of 
a wide range of sports events. Apart 
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from the spectators that follow one 
championship exclusively, the "Circuit 
de Catalunya" is also supported by the 
figure of the collaborator. Anybody in- 
terested in following al1 the races and 
other sports events can become a colla- 
borator by paying an annual fee which 
includes a free subscription to the spe- 
cialist magazine RACC Motorsport. The 
two basic forms of membership are Pe- 
louse, which -is cheaper and aimed at 
a younger public, and Tribuna. This 
gives the enthusiast free entry to na- 
tional competitions and reductions on in- 
ternational events like the Formula 1. 
Other advantages are seat reserva- 
tions, car parking, reserved area with 
bar, etc. 
The first stone was laid at the "Circuit 
de Catalunya" on 24 February 1989, 
thanks to the initiative of the consortium 
formed by the Generalitat de Catalu- 
nya, the "Consejo Superior de Depor- 
tes", the Montmeló Town Council and 
the Reial Automobil Club de Catalunya. 
Previously, on 3 October 1986, the 
Catalan parliament had unanymously 
approved the proposal, urging the Exe- 
cutive Council to "co-ordinate the rele- 
vant organisms, with an end to studying 
and combining efforts for the creation 
of a new permanent race-track". 
Between 31 October 1986 and 29 July 
1988 the necessary modifications were 
made to the outline development plans 
for Montmeló and Granollers so as to 
allow the construction of the "Circuit de 
Catalunya" within their town limits. 
These modifications were definitively 
approved by the Barcelona Town-Plan- 
ning Commission on 3 February 1988. 
On 24 December 1987 the RACC pur- 
chased the site earmarked for the "Cir- 
cuit de Catalunya", valued at more than 
500 million pesetas, and immediately 
applied for approval of the proiecied 
special plan, which was presented to 
the local authorities in March 1988. A 
few months later, the plan was ap- 
proved by the Town Councils of Mont- 
meló and Granollers, as well as by the 
Town-Planning Commission. 
On 24 February 1989, the Consortium 
of the "Circuit de Catalunya" was set up 
between the Generalitat de Catalunya, 
Montmeló Town Council and the RACC, 
and the agreement was signed with the 
"Consejo Superior de Deportes" (CSDI. 
That same day, the first stone was laid 
at the "Circuit de Catalunya". 
Since then, a great deal of work has 
been done. One million cubic metres of 
earth had to be shifted and compacted 
to level the ground for the track, secu- 
rity areas and paddock, at the same 
time as the pelouses were laid out in 
such a way that their base formed a 
sonic barrier, which will be comple- 
mented by the wooded areas which will 
also serve the same purpose. 
The rest of the building work also went 
ahead, including the drainage for rain- 
water and the subways providing ac- 
cess to the interior of the circuit. 
On 13 December 1990 tests were 
started for the first layer of asphalt, and 
a few days later work started on the 
definitive asphalting. The layout of the 
"Circuit de Catalunya" was completed 
in January 1991 with the first two layers 
of asphalt. Construction of the pits star- 
ted in April and in May the final surface 
was put on the track. 
Work on the track was completed with 
the installation of the regulation edging 
on the curves. Some of the circuit's 
curves have been named after the six 
private companies that collaborated: 
Campsa, La Caixa, Banc de Sabadell, 
Würth, Repsol and Seat. Volcanic gra- 
ve1 was used for the escape areas. 
Softer and less abrasive volcanic gravel, 
which offers better drainage, is safer 
for motorcyclists if they fall and iust as 
efficient for stopping cars that leave the 
track. 
Once al1 the work was completed on the 
seven subways, the drainage network 
and the hard shoulders, the stage of the 
complementary buildings and closing 
the site started. 
In addition, the Generalitat carried out 
the work of the link road that ioins the 
BV-5003 and the N-152, an important 
part of the road system providing ac- 
cess to the "Circuit de Catalunya". 
The official inauguration of the track, on 
10 September 1991, took the form of 
an Open Day. The public was able to 
experience at first hand the first laps of 
the new track by a number of sports 
cars and a sports car rally. It was also 
the day on which the first records were 
set at the Catalan race-track. ¤ 
